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Faith and Conservation in Africa

Faith-based communities comprise the largest 

social organizations in Africa, representing a 

repository of opportunities to spread the cause for 

sustainability in the continent. Conservation 

leaders should reach out to religious communities 

to collaborate in implementing these 

recommendations, with a view to enhancing the 

capacity for value-based sustainability decisions 

that link nature and human well-being.

- Dar Vision on the Future of Biodiversity in Africa
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ABCG’s mission is to tackle complex and 
changing conservation challenges by 

catalyzing and strengthening 
collaboration, and bringing the best 

resources from across a continuum of 
conservation organizations to effectively 
and efficiently work towards the vision of 

an African continent where natural 
resources and biodiversity are securely 

conserved in balance with sustained 
human livelihoods. 
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• Analytical and technical 
assistance to 
USAID/Africa 

• Support for USAID 
operating units in 
design & 
implementation of 
development, security 
& humanitarian 
assistance

• Conservation of natural 
resources and 
biodiversity, including 
tropical forests & other 
critical habitats

Biodiversity Analysis & Technical Support (BATS) 
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Biodiversity Analysis & Technical Support 
(BATS)

BATS is a multi-partner USAID Bureau for 
Africa effort including: 

• International Resources Group (IRG)

• USDA Forest Service International Programs

• ABCG
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ABCG Resources

• Website: www.abcg.org

– Meeting resources

– Publications

• Facebook: www.facebook.org/ABCGconserve

• Twitter: @ABCGconserve

• Listserv: email nbailey@abcg.org to join

• Brown bags, thematic meetings & more
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Help BATS/ENCAP with ICT in Africa

• With support from BATS, IRG is working to 
identify information and communication 
technology (ICT) needs and experiences in 
Africa

• Complete a survey to help identify emerging 
ICTs that would help conservation groups

• Participate in a focus group on current 
information-sharing challenges & 
opportunities
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Meeting Objectives

• To explore the opportunities available for 
collaboration between faith communities and 
conservation groups

• To understand the funding mechanisms that 
can support such collaboration

• To learn about how conservation groups have 
developed relationships with faith 
communities and how they have 
implemented projects together

7



Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group

Tom Dillon, SVP Field Programs, WWF-US

• Director of WWF’s 
conservation 
programs around 
the world

• Established Greater 
Mekong Program

• Amazon Regional 
Protected Areas 

• MS, Yale FES
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Amy Gambrill, Conservation Specialist, IRG

• Authored Gorongosa
National Park’s 
Management Plan

• PBS NewsHour
Editorial Consultant

• Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Eastern 
High Atlas National 
Park, Morocco

• MS, Environmental 
Science & Policy, JHU
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Martin Palmer, Director, Alliance of Religions 
and Conservation

• ARC founded in 1995 by 
HRH Prince Philip

• Helping faith groups 
develop environmental 
programs based on their 
core beliefs

• Former religious advisor 
to WWF International

• 2006 publication of 
Beyond Belief with ARC 
and WWF International

• Theology & religious 
studies at Cambridge Univ
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Zeenat Rahman, Deputy Director, USAID Center 
for Faith Based & Community Initiatives

• Previously Director of 
Policy, Interfaith Youth 
Core

• Regular contributor to 
Chicago Tribune and 
other media on Muslim 
identity, civic 
engagement and 
international affairs

• Term member of Council 
on Foreign Relations

• MS, Univ of Chicago’s 
Center for Middle East 
Studies 11
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Alice Macharia, Director of East Africa 
Programs, Jane Goodall Institute

• Leads JGI’s programs in 
Tanzania, Uganda and 
Eastern DRC

• Implementation, 
monitoring and 
evaluation of JGI-USA’s 
Africa Program

• MA, Sustainable 
International 
Development, Brandeis 
University

• BSc, University of 
Nairobi
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Tony Mokombo, Pastor, International Mission 
for the Great Harvest, Washington, DC

• Forest Pygmy from 
Central African Republic

• Former Senior Program 
Officer, WWF-US

• Peace Corps Officer 
Director, CAR

• Left conservation for 
ministry in 2003

• Pastor of International 
Mission for the Great 
Harvest, Washington DC
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Heather E. Eves, Virginia Tech, JHU/SAIS and 
Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church

• Chief Technical Officer, 
Bushmeat-free Eastern 
Africa Network

• Former Director, 
Bushmeat Crisis Task 
Force

• Board Member, Emerging 
Wildlife Conservation 
Leaders program

• Environmental 
Stewardship Committee, 
Mt. Olivet United 
Methodist Church, 
Arlington VA 14
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Lisa Gaylord, Director of Strategic Partnerships, 
Global Program Development, WCS

• USAID Madagascar 
Environment Program

• Catholic Relief 
Services

• Linking environment, 
economic growth, 
health and 
governance

• Tany Meva
Foundation Board of 
Directors
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Special Thanks to:

• Luke Kozumbo, Todd Johnson & 
IRG staff

• Tim Resch, USAID/Africa Bureau

• ABCG Members and Partners

Visit www.abcg.org for meeting 
resources and more! 16

http://www.abcg.org/

