	AFRICA BIODIVERSITY COLLABORATIVE GROUP (ABCG):

	Working Together to Help Conserve Africa’s Biodiversity


· Africa's natural resources are diverse, valuable and under increasing pressure.

· In Africa and around the world, people's livelihoods depend on these resources.

· You can help to secure people's livelihoods by supporting the long-term existence of Africa's natural resources.

· A World Connected

None of us in the US is isolated from Africa’s environmental problems. Collectively as a nation or individually, we contribute to many of them, directly or indirectly. While Africa bear the brunt of the problems, the global nature of our interconnectivity through natural and economic processes means that ultimately we will all reap the bitter consequences.


There are actions which all of us in the United States can take – politicians, policy makers, donors, private sector people, teachers, parents, consumers. We all have a responsibility to find out how we can help, and adopt these practices in our work and daily lives. Actions we can take are listed below, followed by background information on African resources, their values and threat to them.

· advocacy



On a regular basis U.S. legislation is prepared, discussed and adopted on issues that have direct and indirect impacts on Africans and their natural resources. But how can you follow this and influence it? Your Voice matters: Use it.

Organizations such as WWF and InterAction advocate to Congress, the administration and the public to build understanding and support for programs that save lives and nature and help people help themselves. They work to educate elected officials and others about how little of the federal budget goes to international assistance programs, they advocate for just public policies. But… they cannot do it alone. They need people like you to tell Congress you care, and help shape policies that support the world’s poor, advance our national interests, and ultimately benefit us all. Through InterAction’s advocacy and public awareness campaigns and their International Advocacy Councils, and through WWF’s Internet program Conservation Action Network (CAN), you can influence important decisions.

Up-to-date information can be found at www.takeaction.worldwildlife.org and www.interaction.org
· daily decisions 




Many times a day we make decisions, which affect the environment in Africa. This includes what we eat, what we buy and what we use in general. While each action may be small in nature and impact, the number of times each person takes decisions in a lifetime multiplied by the number of people in the US does have a major impact. It is easy to think how your neighbor or colleague does not seem to care, so why should you? But your decisions do make difference!
But in your home or vacation, in your car, at your business or when you are shopping, your decisions do matter! You can make a difference by reducing your consumption of goods, including fossil fuels. Re-use and recycle whenever possible, and promote or improve recycling opportunities in your work place and community. Sixty-five things you can do to help save natural resources are provided in Conservation International’s Action Lists or visit the web site: www.conservation.org. For more information about environmental impacts of consumer products visit: www.virtualhouse.org
Also, fair trade is a movement which works to promote economic, social and environmental justice. This results in far price and income for the farmers/producers concerned and guarantees that products are produced in a sustainable way with respect for cultural identity and other benefits. Products include coffee, tea, chocolate, handcrafts, clothes, and jewelry. Besides buying fair trade products for yourself, they make nice gifts and indicate that you and your business care. More information can be found at www.tenthousandvillage.com (Ten Thousand Villages is the largest fair trade organization in the US)

·  Education And Capacity Building





Knowledge is power, or in this context, a first step to becoming aware of how our actions and habits affect people in Africa, as well as how we can change these positively.


Educating our ourselves and our children will ensure a better future for them and for Africa’s children. Get your community better informed about the issues on this sheet. Help to educate local businesses. Encourage your children’s schools to cover more on these issues – for example, many conservation organizations help schools to obtain up-to-date information, suggest ways to integrate studies, stories and examples from Africa in the formal school system, and provide speakers or organize workshops. Contact conservation organizations or visit their web sites.

Also, we should help Africans develop the skills to become local, national, and regional leaders in conservation and sustainable development. Americans can help by supporting good training programs, as for example, WWF’s Russell E. Train Education for Nature program.

· community actions


Working together here and with people abroad makes a difference. Church groups and other community groups can support environmentally friendly projects, for example buying renewable energy or linking up with a community in Africa and supporting them to build a more sustainable future for themselves. Other communities have shown that this does work!

Consider Supporting Conservation Membership Organizations


Support their work to conserve Africa’s biodiversity and promote sustainable development.

 A world connected

Why Americans Should Help Conserve Africa’s Natural Resources


· The continent include some of the driest deserts, the second largest block of continuous tropical rain forest and highest equatorial mountains in the world, thereby representing a huge diversity of the world’s plant and animal species.

· A high percentage of the world’s rich and vast plant diversity only exists in Africa, as reflected in WWF’s 2000 global ecoregions and Conservation International’s “ biodiversity hotspots”

· Africa is the last continent that has large intact ecosystems, including large mammal communities, such as the Congo Basin forests and Serengeti plains.


· Millions of Africans depend on the continent’s renewable natural resources for food, shelter, medicines, fuel and as a means of income generation.

· These natural systems also provide ecological services such as water supplies; soil protection and fertility; and sacred sites that are used for cultural and religious purposes.

· Africa’s natural resources have international values, for example: export timber; medicinal plants like the rosy periwinkle of Madagascar which is used to cure leukemia; intact forests which store carbon and therefore do not exacerbate global climate change; existence values e.g. appreciation of Africa’s wildlife; commodities such as coffee and cocoa; and natural systems which help to stabilize global climate patterns.


· foreign debt servicing - and unsustainable development can lead to over harvesting of valuable natural resources and inappropriate commercial land-use practices, often resulting in massive clearing and transformation of natural habitats; widespread soil erosion. Intensive, inadequately controlled industrial activities may lead to loss of resources and pollution. Introduced alien species of plants and animals often ‘out-compete’ native species. All this leads to very fragmented populations of species whose survival is severely threatened.

· Population growth – Africa’s human population continues to grow at 2-3% each year. More and more people compete for limited and often dwindling natural resources. This results in a vicious spiral of increasing pressure, causing ever-greater environmental degradation.

· Climate change - Western countries are largely responsible for increased production of carbon dioxide and other gases considered to cause climate change; the United States alone contributes 25% of global human-induced carbon dioxide emissions. Africa contributes only a tiny fraction but is extremely vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. In the long term this is a very major threat to biodiversity and sustainable development in Africa.

· Armed conflict – nearly half the countries in Africa are involved in, are just emerging from, or have fairly recently emerged from armed conflict. Conflicts cause mass displacements of people, which increase pressure on natural resources and habitats; and have many other serious impacts on biodiversity.

· Desertification – one of the most serious causes of famine in Africa, and one of the most critical problems leading to habitat loss for Africa’s wildlife, is widespread land degradation. Two-thirds of the continent consists of dry lands and 73% of these lands are now impaired by desertification.

· Governance - Africans lived for centuries in harmony with their natural resources, in many cases using traditional management practices to ensure sustainable use. Colonial rule and subsequent national independence with centralized government changed this relationship substantially, disconnecting rural Africans from control over their resources and leading to overexploitation. For example sustainable subsistence hunting in many areas has developed into heavy commercial hunting and trade in Bushmeat. Market access has often been opened up through development of transport routes, for example for export logging. Over-hunting has resulted in critical depletion of wildlife populations in many parts of Africa.


The situation as described above will:

· Lead to harsher economic conditions for millions of Africans;

· Take way many of the hard-won advances that have been achieved for longer-term sustainable development;

· Threaten global peace and economies, and increase the need for international assistance and peace keeping in Africa.

· Result in the loss of many species, known and unknown, which are part of Africa’s inheritance, which provide natural resources for Africa livelihood, and which could supply, for example, future cures for life threatening human diseases.


To learn more, please contact:

Program Coordinator

Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group (ABCG)

C/O Africa Division, Conservation International

1919 M Street, DC 20036 USA

Phone: (202) 912 1444 Fax: (202) 912 1026

E-mail: n.gelman@conservation.org. 
The longer we take to act, the worse things will become.





Africa’s Natural Resources are DIVERSE





Africa's natural resources are valuable; people’s livelihoods depend on them, in africa and around the world.


























Africa’s natural resources are UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE
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