	AFRICA BIODIVERSITY COLLABORATIVE GROUP (ABCG):

	Working Together to Help Conserve Africa’s Biodiversity


Mining and Conservation in Africa Meeting

Background:

On 19 December 2001, the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group (ABCG) held a meeting on “Mining and Conservation in Africa:  Why, When, How and Whether to Engage with Mining Companies and Artisanal & Small-Scale Miners.”  As conservation non-governmental organizations (NGOs) focus on larger landscapes such as ecoregions and hotspots, they must consider engaging with other sectors that impact biodiversity such as the mining industry.  The African continent is richly endowed with mineral reserves and ranks first or second in terms of concentration of world mineral reserves of bauxite, cobalt, diamond, gold, manganese, platinum-group metals and titanium minerals (rutile and ilmenite), among others.  Mineral exploration and production constitute significant parts of Africa’s economies and remain important to future economic growth.  Consequently, there is an increasing interest in mining activity occurring in important areas for biodiversity conservation, especially as some African nations open up more opportunities to the private sector.

The purpose of the ABCG meeting was to gain a better understanding about the current mining and conservation issues, and to discuss the role that conservation NGOs can play to address mining issues in Africa.  In order to set the stage for discussion, presentations were made on:

· Biodiversity Conservation and Mining Issues by Marta Miranda, World Resources Institute;

· Artisanal Mining: Forces for or Obstacles to Biodiversity Conservation by Jeffrey Davidson, Communities and Small-scale Mining (CASM) Secretariat;

· Engaging the Corporate Sector to Promote Biodiversity Conservation by Greg Love, Conservation International's (CI) Center for Environmental Leadership in Business; and

· Mining, Environment, and Rural Society in Tanzania by Tundu Lissu, Lawyer's Environmental Action Team-Tanzania & World Resources Institute.

Key Considerations:

Some of the key considerations discussed were:

1.   What are the most effective leverage points to influence the environmental and social impacts of mining?  Some ideas included to:

· Encourage engagement between conservation NGOs and mining companies such as CI's Center for Environmental Leadership in Business' plans for future roundtable between NGOs and mining companies.

· Seek collaboration between conservation NGOs and advocacy NGOs on site-specific cases, and stay aware of the recent efforts of the "Building a Global Mining Campaign" to coordinate NGO efforts.  Currently, there is no consensus or decision on the best place to put pressure on mining companies, but the Global Mining Campaign is trying to address this.

· Influence financial institutions, such as the World Bank, OPIC and private banks.  Although it may be too late to influence most mining projects when they get this far in the process.  It can, however, affect future mining projects or can get attention to bad mining projects.

· Help facilitate the negotiation of Good Neighbors Agreements between mining companies and local communities on how to prevent harm, develop standards, and arrange for third party certification.

· Influence Commodities.

· Use Public Relations, Marketing, Public Image, and Media to change opinions of mining companies.

· Get mining companies' attention and involvement by influencing them economically.

· Get involved early enough at country level strategy when decisions are made to affect the outcome of mining planning and activities.  Decisions on mining must be part of national development agenda and sector level environmental planning.

· Promote good governance and transparency.

2.   What are the impacts to biodiversity when mining is close to protected areas?  What happens to biodiversity both outside and inside protected areas?

Possible Future Analysis for ABCG or Interested Others:

Based on the meeting, the following possible areas were identified for future analysis by ABCG or interested others:

· To conduct case studies in Africa of the impacts from mining on biodiversity.  Most studies currently seem to look at environmental impacts such as pollution, or they look at "go or no go" on whether to allow mining to occur in certain areas due to conservation criteria.  There appears to be a need to give examples of specific impacts.  For example, what are impacts to specific threatened or endangered species or protected areas in Africa from nearby artisanal & small-scale mining and large-scale mining operations? 

· To analyze the experiences of different NGOs who are engaging with the private sector such as mining companies, oil companies, and logging companies in Africa.  For example, the Wildlife Conservation Society is interacting with the logging industry in Gabon to address forest conservation and the bushmeat crisis, African Wildlife Foundation is working with the tourism sector across East, Southern and South Africa on business links with communities surrounding protected areas, and Conservation International's Center for Environmental Leadership in Business' experience interacting with a mining company in Madagascar.  These emerging relationships between international conservation NGOs and the private sector provide an opportunity to determine what works when forging these collaborations, what does not work, and what is missing.  
· To highlight specific success stories of engagement between mining companies or small-scale & artisanal miners with local communities, government authorities, conservation NGOs, and advocacy NGOs in Africa in order to share and promote lessons learned.

Potential Opportunities for Engaging with Mining Companies and Artisanal & Small-Scale Miners:

For a constructive engagement process, it must be understood that the realities of mining are not simple.  However, engagement between mining companies, artisanal & small-scale miners, local communities, local, national and international NGOs, and government authorities can help to find common ground and try to address critical environmental and social problems.  Following are general lists of potential opportunities for engagement:

Build Capacity:

· For mining companies:

· Encourage mining companies to ask biodiversity-related questions and consider conservation efforts, protect specific sites and areas, and support and fund rehabilitation of sites.

· Seek better management by mining and oil companies in providing resources for their staff.  For example, observations have been made that mining and oil companies have better control over bushmeat exploitation than logging companies.  Mining and oil companies are more in control of their staff on the ground, and will build fences and provide transportation for staff.  They take for granted that they will have to feed their staff, while logging companies may expect staff to find their own food which may include bushmeat hunting.  Mining companies should be encouraged to address the bushmeat issue, and also to support activities for HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, and mitigation for their staff and local communities.

· Improve operating practices of mining companies.

· Expand the outlook of mining companies so they look at the bigger picture of their mining operations, and seek opportunities to coordinate and link together, such as to build one road instead of two.
· Promote transparency and sharing of information and maps so that mining companies can make educated decisions that involve impacts to conservation and local communities.

· For government authorities:

· Build capacity of government to develop regulations, monitor and evaluate impacts of mining, and put up regulatory framework, as well as to promote good governance and transparency.

· For local communities:

· Teach stakeholders how to engage with mining companies, have technical back up,

negotiations that are legally binding, and have promises.

· Explore opportunities for community mining and ombudsman. 
· Work with local communities to help them understand the impacts of mining, e.g. an 

environmentalist from Sierra Leone videotaped mining activities to demonstrate potential damage.

· For NGOs:

· Increase the capacity of local, national, and international NGOs to address mining concerns and develop watch-dog capacity.  More NGOs are looking at the impacts of mining then were five years ago.    

Identify Best Practices:

· Assist countries to develop the national capacity to set standards, develop safeguard policies, and monitor mining activities so that they can improve their interaction with mining companies.  There is a need for criteria for the private sector.

· Assist with the development of Good Neighbor Agreements with sincere companies to work with local communities.  Use media contacts and legal action to improve site level relationships between mining companies and local communities that look at the mining operations.  Look at successful examples, such as a community in Montana, USA, that negotiated a good neighbor agreement and share lessons learned.

Explore Certification:

· Explore the potential of working with the London Metal Exchange on certification.  Currently, there is no system for certification, as tracing different minerals need different approaches.  There are efforts to trace the source of diamonds.  However, generic materials like cooper have no trace sources.  

· Examine the use of third party certification that can also help to prevent corruption.

· Build local communities’ capacity for community-based certification to develop and enforce standards, improve quality of life for local communities, and contribute to the debate over national and international standard setting initiatives.

Use Tools and Research:

· Use tools such as maps and satellite imagery, as good data is necessary to make good decisions.

· Conduct research on the impacts of mining to biodiversity.  

Seek New Technologies

· Look for alternatives to virgin metals such as secondary materials.

· Search for alternative mining methods that may be less damaging to the environment.

· Seek alternative mining opportunities for local communities such as Community Mining.

Use Public Relations, Marketing, and Public Image:

· Encourage companies to raise the bar and be better.  Major mining companies do not want to be branded as polluters.  Look for ways to influence junior mining companies.

· Raise consumer awareness about where minerals and metals come from.  For example, awareness was raised about diamonds from Sierra Leone and Angola, and the ties between tanzanite and Al Quieda.

· Promote marketing of minerals and metals produced by small-scale and artisanal miners in the market place so that consumers know that their purchase can help local communities (similar to what has been done with "Fair Trade" products like coffee.)

· Prepare for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10), as this is an international forum to bring attention to the environmental and social impacts of mining issues, and to seek better practices and collaboration.

Establishment of Conservation Funds:

· Explore the possible development of conservation funds paid for by mining companies for environmental reclamation and biodiversity conservation.

Key Issues and Challenges:

The following key issues and challenges were identified:

· Where to Mine?

A key issue of concern to conservation NGOs is where mining should or should not occur, and the impacts of mining on biodiversity conservation.  Potential impacts include deforestation and habitat destruction from land clearing at mining sites, waste disposal sites, and adjacent sites as well as road building (which also increases access to forested areas by settlers.)  Other impacts include groundwater and surface water depletion including effects on river and stream hydrology and morphology, and water quantity.  There is also the potential loss of wetlands as well as increases in bushmeat hunting by miners.  Mining of minerals is a not renewable resource, and thus can cause permanent destruction of resources, loss of biodiversity, and damage to future land uses.  Many of the risks associated with mining are uncertain and difficult to predict over the long-term.

Questions remain on how to define "No Go" areas for mining.  Should they be defined by biodiversity hotspots, ecoregions, protected areas, or impacts on communities?  Some current approaches for defining "No Go" including:

· IUCN's Amman Resolution which calls on all IUCN's State members to prohibit by law, all exploration and extraction of mineral resources in protected areas corresponding to IUCN Protected Areas Management Categories I to IV.
(See: http://www.iucn-org.ac.psiweb.com/amman/content/resolutions/rec82.pdf)
· WWF's draft discussion paper entitled To Dig or Not to Dig?  Criteria for determining the acceptability of mineral exploration, extraction and transport from ecological and social perspectives (Eighth Draft, October  2001).  It describes criteria and indicators making decisions on the suitability of prospecting for and extracting of minerals.  "No Go" areas include: highly protected areas (IUCN Categories I-IV), proposed protected areas, areas containing remaining examples of particular ecosystems or species, and areas where mining threaten well being of communities.  [For more information, contact: Clive Wicks of WWF-UK (clive.wicks@virgin.net)].

Likewise, there are company-specific dialogues, and guidelines by the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and other financial institutions determining where mining should occur.

· Environmental Impacts: 

It is difficult to predict the environmental impacts of mining especially as some natural processes are poorly understood. Some potential impacts identified included:

· Deforestation/Habitat destruction

· Water quantity/River and Stream Hydrology

· Water pollution from tailings and dumping of wastes in rivers and oceans.

· Chemical reactions from cyanide used in gold mining, acid mine drainage and heavy metals, sulfuric acid, and mercury

· Toxic metal pollution

E.g. fish and wildlife may not survive mercury contamination

· Air pollution

· Human health impacts

· Clean up and restoration

· Increasing scale of mining projects and greater environmental impacts

· Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are based on modeling.  A potential problem is that since developing EIAs is a business, these businesses can be pressured to down play environmental impacts, and say that risks can be handled.

(For more information, see: Mineral Policy Center. "The Impacts of Hardrock Mining on the Environment and Human Health."  Building a Global Mining Campaign. International Meeting.  Warrenton, Virginia.  15-19 September 2001.) 

· Human Rights Issues:

· Loss of life 

· Physical harm to residents

· Intimidation to local people and NGOs

· Land taken from local communities with no compensation or resettlement schemes

· Minerals access can be cause of conflict and war, funds from minerals can also fund conflict by being used to purchase arms
· Political abuse and manipulation

· Resettlement and compensation

· Governance Issues:

· Lack of basic regulatory framework, and lack of environmental regulations so can’t tell companies what can and can not do

e.g. in Venezuela, the Minister in charge of mining wanted to bring in the best companies and use U.S. standards, but U.S. standards are weak and there is no current list of best mining companies

· Resources and conflict- resources such as minerals (diamonds and goal) can be the root cause of conflict (e.g. Sierra Leone and Angola.)  These minerals can also fund arms purchasing

· Assess to resources

· Lack of public participation 

· Social mobilization

· Corruption problems

· Democratic process

· Promote transparency

e.g. Global Forest Watch (www.globalforestwatch.org) is starting to monitor mining concessions with current laws in different countries

· Accountability of process and accountability of impacts

· Who will decide a country’s interest

· Sovereignty to make economic decisions

· Access to environmental justice

· Transnational corporations’ interference in economies

· Lack of land rights

· Resource exploitation by governments without adequate benefits to communities

· Self determination of mining and environmental practices
· Economic and Development Issues:

· Tie to Countries' Economic Development Strategy, and Economic Integration

· Decentralization

· Privatization

· Globalization and liberalization of trade

· No other development choices

· Pressure from external forces such as foreign interests, IMF, Debt servicing

· Countries might not have power over their own economic policy, mining policies in some cases can be promoted by the IMF and World Bank, and Governments hands are tied

· Fear to move forward on mining legislation cause don’t want it to be a barrier to future economic development

· In some areas, mining is the only source of revenue

· Must look at big picture

· Identification of economic alternatives to mining

· Subsidies that promote mineral and metal extraction
· Typical results are ad hoc development and exploitation of mineral and metal resources

· Planning Issues:

· Sector Level Environmental Assessment is needed before mining gets to the proposal phase

· Planning is needed at the national, regional, and district levels that look at the big picture

· Need tools to make decisions

· Trade offs must be considered such as trading long-term use of land due to mining for short-term royalties

· Management Issues:

· Government not involved in day to day monitoring

· Loss of social license to operate

· Company is not understanding work in field is difficult and complex, deal with problems on day to day basis, people in field feel isolated from center

· Need capacity, data, and tools to make decisions

· Determine who and how to intervene

· Recent industry efforts to consolidate politically through International Council on Mining and Metals.

· Legal Issues:

· Regulation- current regulation about mining is often absence or inadequate

· Legislation – current lack of legislation or legal framework on mining

· No access to courts to challenge mining

· Few formal legal regulations possible to deal with artisanal miners

· Mining companies could choose another country that doesn’t have legislation

· Legal recognition of communities

· Access to negotiations

· Lack of laws, international agreements, and international policy

· Institutional Capacity Issues:

· Help build capacity for government authorities, local communities, NGOs, mining companies and small-scale & artisanal miners so that they are prepared to address complex mining-related issues including economic and environmental planning, legislation, use of tools and new technologies, mining exploration and decision-making on No Go areas, potential social and environmental impacts of mining, project development, construction, mine operation, monitoring, ore extraction, closure, reclamation, etc.

· Social Issues:

· Need social mobilization

· Impacts to local communities when migrant workers arrive to work on mining including conflict over resource use, increase in prostitution, and exposure to HIV/AIDS

· Information Availability Issues:

· Assess to information including Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), EIAs may not be translated into national languages, and there is often a lack the technical expertise to understand them

(e.g. in Tanzania, people didn’t even know that EIA had been done, and they were not translated into KiSwahli)

· Process often takes place in a country's capital, so local communities don’t have information access

· Companies claim confidentiality and don’t release information

· Need proper information flow for decisions.  Sometimes, government gives go ahead, company clears land, and they are given financial backing without considering what preceded the decisions that were made.

· Local people often don’t know that a mine is coming until the police come to remove them from the land

· No incentive to give information to civil society

· Must know where mineral reserves are located

· Need for good data, satellite imagery and mapping

· Communication Issues:

· What are the best ways to communicate between governments, local communities, international, national and local NGOs, mining companies and artisanal & small-scale miners?

· How to work with the IMF, OPIC, World Bank, and other financial institutions who may be influence economic decisions for countries?

· How to handle increasing mining industry influence and more organized public relations efforts such as by the International Council on Mining and Metals (ICMM)

· Other Issues:

· Enforcement
There is often little faith in current safeguard policies that may not be implemented or enforced.

· Timing 
There is a need to work at the very early stages since by the time mining projects get to financial backers it is often too late to influence mining projects.  It is important to address mining issues strategically and be involved in sector level environmental assessment so early enough to affect outcome. 

· Location
Work in field is difficult and complex.  Miners working in the field sometimes feel isolated from the center of the mining company.  Likewise, the center of the mining company may not understand what is happening in the field on a day to day basis.

· Monitoring and Research
There is a need to monitor impacts and conduct research over the long term as too many environmental impacts are still unknown.

Example of Mining Concerns in Tanzania:

The following example was given about the changes in the mining industry in Tanzania:

Formalization of the mining industry has led to destruction of some communities. Until recently, Tanzania was a small-scale mining country, and the corporate sector was minimum and did not have too much to gain.  However, as South Africa has become more expensive, mining  corporations looked again at Tanzania.

In Tanzania, mining had been underground, but now open cast mining is being used which uses vast tracks of land.  This has implications such as where to take all the people living there.  Large numbers of small-scale and artisanal miners had been working in the country.  However, in the case of Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Project, for example, legality was swept aside and people were driven off the land with no compensation or resettlement to make way for the mining company.  Some mines also border national parks that raises concerns about the impacts to biodiversity.  (One quarter of Tanzania is in protected areas.)  The legislation in the country was recently changed that could allow for mining in protected areas.  It is difficult for Tanzanian people to get access to Environmental Impact Assessments and to be included in the process.  Questions raised include "Who is profiting from revenues and the liberalization of the mining sector?"  

Types of Miners and Current Activities by the Mining Sector:

1. Artisanal & Small-Scale Miners

Artisanal & Small-Scale Mining is a largely poverty driven activity.  There are approximately 13 million people worldwide directly engaged in artisanal and small-scale mining.  For example, in Madagascar, there are about 150,000 to 300,000 artisanal and small-scale miners.  Between 80-100 million people directly or indirectly benefit from artisanal and small-scale mining.  There are increasing levels of involvement by these miners in some places.  They are often hard to reach communities, so formal regulation impossible.  Some small-scale & artisanal miners can be sedentary or transitional communities or mobile populations.  Some mining is done year round and full time.  For other small-scale miners, mining can be seasonal or a part time informal activity that adds to their livelihood.  The mining can be done by individuals or in small groups.  It is often not organized or assisted.  The production could be marketed informally or illegally.  Pre-existing land rights are not necessarily recognized by miners.  Environmental and social practices are self-regulated.  Barriers to entry for small-scale miners are minimal as this type of mining requires low technology and little capital.  Small-scale and artisanal mining is usually poverty driven.  For more information, contact: Jeffrey Davidson, Communities and Small-scale Mining (CASM) Secretariat at jdavidson@worldbank.org  See website:  http://wbln1018.worldbank.org/IFCEXT/casmsite.nsf/pring/welcome?opendocument
2. Junior Mining Companies 

Junior Mining Companies are small and medium sized companies that focus on mineral exploration.  These junior companies generally sell out to major international mining companies, or partner with them if minerals or metals are found.  As a result, junior companies have short-term interests and may not be concerned with environmental and social impacts of mining.  Also they are not as interested in their public image.  Many of these junior companies are Australian or Canadian.

3. Major Mining Companies

Major Mining Companies refer to larger companies that are involved in the mining industry.  These companies can be involved with mining exploration, project development and construction, mine operations, ore extraction, closure and reclamation, selling of the commodity, etc.

Current Initiatives and Contacts:

Current Initiatives by NGOs and Advocacy Groups:

Global Campaign on Mining:

The Mineral Policy Center is helping to organize a collaborative international campaign seeking to increase the mining industry’s accountability to communities on social, environmental and human rights issues.  This initiative is entitled the Global Campaign on Mining.  Contact: Steve D'Esposito at Mineral Policy Center at sdesposito@mineralpolicy.org and see www.mineralpolicy.org

WWF:

WWF-Australia and Placer Dome mining company have a pilot certification project to test whether standards can be developed, matched to performance, and supported by local communities.  Contact: Michael Rae, Mineral Resources Unit, WWF-Australia at mrae@wwf.org.au
WWF is also drafting a discussion paper entitled "To Dig or Not To Dig?"  that helps to define "No Go Areas"  Contact: Clive Wicks at clive.wicks@virgin.net
Conservation International (CI):

CI through its Center for Environmental Leadership in Business seeks to engage with the private sector to build conservation leadership.  For more information about their dialogues with mining companies, contact: Greg Love at g.love@conservation.org  For background information on responsible large-scale mining, see CI Policy Paper entitled Lightening the Lode: A Guide to Responsible Large-Scale Mining at the following website: http://www.conservation.org/ImageCache/CIWEB/content/publications/policy_5fpapers/papers/lighteningthelode_2epdf/v1/lighteningthelode.pdf
Environmental Law Institute (ELI):

ELI is working on community-based certification to build community capacity to develop and enforce standards, improve quality of life for local communities, and contribute to the debate over national and international standard setting initiatives.  Contact: Susan Bass at bass@eli.org 
World Resources Institute (WRI):

WRI is currently reviewing the environmental impacts of mining activities. 

Contact: Marta Miranda at marta@wri.org
Worldwatch Institute:

Worldwatch Institute is conducting a study on mining and the environment.  

Contact: Payal Sampat at payal@worldwatch.org
Current Collaborative Initiatives by NGOs, Mining Industry, etc:

Minerals Mining and Sustainable Development (MMSD) Project 

According to their website ( www.iied.org/mmsd/what_is_mmsd.html ), “MMSD is an independent two-year project of participatory analysis seeking to understand how the mining and minerals sector can best contribute to the global transition to sustainable development.  The Project began in April 2000 and is designed both to produce concrete results—a Final Report and a series of working papers—and to create a dialogue process capable of being carried forward into the future.”  MMSD is managed by the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED).

Current Initiative by World Bank:

Extractive Industries Review:

According to their website (http://www.eireview.org), the Extractive Industries Review is a World Bank Group review process to discuss their future role in extractive industries with concerned stakeholders.  The aim is to produce recommendations to guide the World Banks' involvement with oil, gas, and mining.  Dr. Emil Salim is coordinating this multi-stakeholder process.  It is hoped that the process will legitimate the World Bank's role, determine how to continue to improve, and it may result in shift and change in mandate.  The process has been compared to the World Commission on Dams.  

Communities and Small-scale Mining (CASM) Secretariat
CASM is an  umbrella forum to provide a coordinated and integrated approach for addressing some of the problems facing small-scale and artisanal miners.    For more information, see: http://wbln1018.worldbank.org/IFCEXT/casmsite.nsf/pring/welcome?opendocument
Current Initiative by the Mining Industry:

International Council on Mining and Metals (ICMM)

ICMM is the mining industry's new global trade association that is industry-lead, funded, and sponsored. This initiative has raised some concern among environmentalists and human rights advocates as it is seen as an attempt by mining companies to clean up their image and to organize for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10) to respond to the MMSD.  See: www.icmm.com
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Meeting Materials:

The following materials were circulated during the meeting:  

1. Tyroler, Carol. "Draft Mining Trends and Environmental Issues: Fast Facts." WWF-US.

2. Coakley, George J. and Philip M. Mobbs.  The Mineral Industries of Africa.
1999. http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/country/africa99.pdf

3. Tyroler, Carol. "Draft Diamond Report: Fast Facts." WWF-US.

4. Tyroler, Carol. "Draft Gold Report: Fast Facts." WWF-US.

5. IUCN. "Protection and conservation of biological diversity of protected areas from the negative impacts of mining and exploration."  In Resolutions and Recommendations from The Second World Conservation Congress. Amman, Jordan. 4-11 October 2000.  
http://www.iucn-org.ac.psiweb.com/amman/content/resolutions/rec82.pdf
6. Mineral Policy Center.  "The Impacts of Hardrock Mining on the Environment and Human Health."  Building a Global Mining Campaign. International Meeting.  Warrenton, Virginia.  15-19 September 2001. 

7. WWF Draft Discussion.  "To Dig or Not to Dig?  Criteria for determining the suitability or acceptability of mineral exploration, extraction and transport from ecological and social perspectives."  Eighth Draft.  

8. Rosenfeld Sweeting, Amy and Andrea P. Clark. 2000. Lightening the Lode: A Guide to Responsible Large-scale Mining.  CI Policy Paper.

http://www.conservation.org/ImageCache/CIWEB/content/publications/policy_5fpapers/papers/lighteningthelode_2epdf/v1/lighteningthelode.pdf
9. Mining Minerals and Sustainable Development (MMSD) Project  website

http://www.iied.org/mmsd/what_is_mmsd.html

10. MMSD.  Draft Minutes from 2nd MMSD Mining and Biodiversity Workshop.

25-26 October 2001.

11. WWF-Australia Discussion Paper.  "Mining Certification Evaluation Project." January 2001.

12. "Report of the Conference on Mining, Development and Social Conflicts in Africa."  15-18 November 1999.  Accra, Ghana.

13. Mineral Policy Center.  "14 Steps to Sustainability." July 1999.
14. Echavarria, Christina.  "Environment, multi-culturalism and human rights: Challenges for the mining industry and governments.  Viewpoints on Future Challenges.  UNEP Industry and Environment.  Special Issue 2000.
To obtain copies of these materials or the powerpoint presentations by the speakers, please contact:

Nancy Bell Gelman

Program Coordinator

Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group

c/o Africa Division, Conservation International

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20036  USA

work:  (202) 912-1444

fax:     (202) 912-1026

email:  n.gelman@conservation.org
About ABCG:

For your information, the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group (ABCG) is composed of the Africa program staff from the major U.S.-based international conservation non-governmental organizations with field-based projects in Africa.  ABCG organizations include: African Wildlife Foundation, Conservation International, IUCN-the World Conservation Union, Wildlife Conservation Society, World Resources Institute and World Wildlife Fund.  ABCG meets regularly to explore emerging conservation issues, share lessons learned, and seek opportunities for collaboration.  Recent issues explored by ABCG include: Priority Setting and Site-based Conservation Planning, Transboundary Natural Resource Management, Conflict and Conservation, Wildlife User Rights, Bushmeat Crisis, Implication of the HIV/AIDS Pandemic

on Africa's Natural Resources and the Conservation Workforce, Capacity Building, Conservation and Conflict, Plans for the Congo Basin, and Mining and Conservation.  Please see the following

website for more information about ABCG: http://www.frameweb.org/Partner_pages_ABCG.html 
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