NCSE Breakout Session: 

The Future of Biodiversity in Africa
AGENDA
DATE: 
   
8 December 2008, Monday
TIME:
   
1:30 to 5:00pm 
LOCATION:      JW Marriott, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 


Treasury Room (Session 22 at the National Council for Science and the Environment

Conference on Biodiversity in a Rapidly Changing World)

CHAIR:

Keith Brown, the Jane Goodall Institute

BACKGROUND:

Biodiversity remains the fundamental basis of Africa’s development and underpins the well-being of current and future generations.  However, climate change, population growth and globalization of trade pose serious threats.  Opportunities must be seized building on successful conservation approaches and new innovation.  
This breakout session will discuss how to mainstream biodiversity into development agendas, promote good conservation practices, and strengthen the role of social institutions in conservation.  It will give feedback on a Vision Statement on “The Future of Biodiversity in Africa” developed by African conservation leaders in September 2008, and will draw upon experts and NCSE participants to brainstorm on turning this into action.  Participants will make recommendations to guide the new U.S. Administration and other partners on the future of biodiversity in Africa.
MEETING OBJECTIVES:

· To get feedback on the “Future of Biodiversity in Africa Vision Statement” from the Dar Workshop
· To draw upon the expertise of technical presenters and NCSE participants to brainstorm on how to turn the Dar Vision Statement into action
· To make recommendations that can guide a new US Administration, NGOs, MDBs, Private Sector and other partners on the Future of Biodiversity in Africa


AGENDA:

1:30 to 1:40pm

Welcome, Background and Introductions




   Keith Brown, the Jane Goodall Institute 
1:40 to 2:00pm

Future of Biodiversity in Africa Vision Statement
  Mohamed Bakarr, Vice President, Conservation International

   
2:00 to 3:00pm

Key Issues for Positive Action
· Biodiversity and Development Opportunities – Harnessing emerging market opportunities for nature-based development
Mike Colby, Natural Resources Economics, Enterprise, & Governance Advisor, USAID 
· Population, Health, and Agricultural Development – Can Africa harness nature’s assets to sustain food and health security for a growing population?
 Gabriella Richardson-Temm, Senior Program Officer-MPO, WWF

· Religion and Cultural Dimensions – Mobilizing new constituencies in civil society for safeguarding nature
 Diane Russell, Biodiversity and Social Science Specialist, USAID

· Leadership and Capacity for Conservation – Building a new generation of leaders 
 Kaddu Sebunya, Technical Director, African Wildlife Foundation
3:00 to 3:15pm

Cutting Cutting Issues and Feedback



    Franklin Moore, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Bureau for Africa, USAID

3:15 to 3:30pm

Coffee Break
3:30 to 4:00pm

Open Discussion: Moving from Vision to Action
4:00 to 4:45pm
Recommendations for the Obama Administration and Others
4:45 to 5:00pm
Closing Remarks

The Future of Biodiversity in Africa
Vision Statement 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

September 2008
Background

Biodiversity remains the fundamental basis of Africa’s development, and underpins the well-being of current and future generations. With swelling human demand upon natural resources and inadequate institutional infrastructure, however, Africa has witnessed the destruction and degradation of vast natural areas, from forests and savannahs to freshwater and marine areas. Nevertheless, significant areas in Africa still remain where the habitat is relatively intact, and Africa holds much of the world's biodiversity and natural resources.  However, climate change, ongoing population growth till late in the century and globalization of trade pose serious threats for the future. But there are also opportunities which we must seize, building on existing successful approaches to biodiversity conservation as well as new innovation, to take urgent and renewed action.  For the great majority of African’s, biodiversity represents the only lifeline that can no longer be ignored. 
Experts in biodiversity conservation from across Africa, convened by IUCN and the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group in Dar es Salaam on September 17-19, 2008, articulated the following vision for the future of biodiversity in Africa, and call upon donors and partners to join them in realizing this vision.

Vision

By 2025, environmental degradation and biodiversity loss in Africa have been significantly slowed, people and nature are adapting to climate change, and species and ecosystem services are providing a foundation for human welfare in a society committed to sustainable economic development and equitable sharing of natural resource benefits
Recommendations

A. Mainstream biodiversity in human well-being and development agendas
1. Promote climate change mitigation, and climate adaptation for biodiversity and people (including: ensuring Africa plays a significant role in climate change mitigation advocacy; keeping African greenhouse gas emissions low; linking carbon credit schemes to poverty alleviation and biodiversity conservation, integrating climate science in vulnerability assessments; undertaking disaster preparedness and mitigation efforts; ensuring multi-sectoral and multi-level collaboration and partnerships; and networking to share solutions) 
2. Harness biodiversity and ecosystem services for improved agriculture (including using innovative techniques to increase productivity and yields and improve food security; and adopting conservation agriculture or “ecoagriculture” approaches)

3. Enhance greater accountability for sustaining biodiversity and ecosystem services by private sector institutions (including developing alternatives; promoting fuel efficiency and alternative energy sources; and limiting pressure on freshwater sources through more efficient uses of water)
4. Promote restoration/rehabilitation of degraded systems and natural resources (including research, monitoring and evaluation of montane, forest, arid, savannah, mangrove, coral, and freshwater systems) in order to provide livelihoods while increasing biodiversity.

5. Enhance the role of healthy ecosystems in mitigating risk and impact of emerging diseases (e.g. reducing risk of disease transfer among wildlife, people and livestock; mitigating the impacts of emerging diseases on wildlife and the environment)

6. Promote increased understanding and awareness of biodiversity and environmental issues (through greater scientific research, improved communication of scientific results and issues, and enhanced awareness raising)
B. Promote good conservation practices

1. Promote conservation of existing biodiversity (by practicing effective management of protected areas and endangered species management, and adopting matrix approaches to conservation using broad landscape areas)
2. Promote sound nature tourism development (including empowerment and strengthening capacity of local communities for to have greater control and ownership of ecotourism)
3. Demonstrate biodiversity and ecosystem services as fundamental bases of human well-being (promoting livelihood security and reducing pressure on biodiversity through alternative economic activities)

4. Promote sound governance and rights-based approaches (promoting rights of local people, sharing benefits, engaging civil building capacity, ensuring stakeholder access to information and decision-making processes, empowering women, undertaking multisectoral approaches and partnerships; and promoting sound policy at all levels)

5. Promote innovative conservation funding mechanisms (including promoting conservation investment and new funding mechanisms; promoting payment for environmental services)

C.  Strengthen the role of Social and Development institutions in Biodiversity Conservation and Human Well-Being

1. Reach out to faith communities for dialogue and collaboration - The global urgency for a sustainable world demands multidimensional approaches and a persistent push for ideals based on innovative and pragmatic strategies.  Faith-based communities comprise the largest social organizations in Africa, representing a repository of opportunities to spread the cause for sustainability in the continent. Conservation leaders should reach out to religious communities to collaborate in implementing these recommendations, with a view to enhancing the capacity for value-based sustainability decisions that link nature and human well-being.
2. Reach out to relief and development organizations for mitigating impacts of migration and natural population growth (including improving access to healthcare and family planning services and information; promoting girls education and women’s empowerment; and reducing the impacts of migration).






