	AFRICA BIODIVERSITY COLLABORATIVE GROUP (ABCG):

	Working Together to Help Conserve Africa’s Biodiversity


AGENDA
Oil and Gas Development in Africa—What Does it Mean for Biodiversity Conservation?

Date: 
   Friday, 27 February 2004
Time:
   9:30am to 12:30pm
Location:  Conservation International, 1919 M Street, NW, Conference Rooms 6011/6012

Chair: 
   Juan Carlos Bonilla, Conservation International (CI)
Meeting Objectives:

· To educate participants on the threats to and opportunities for biodiversity conservation related to oil and gas development in Africa; and
· To discuss areas for possible collaboration between the conservation community, industry, and other stakeholders in Africa.
Agenda:
9:30-9:45am 
Welcome/Introductions/Review of Agenda


Juan Carlos Bonilla, CI

9:45-10:00am
Oil and Gas Development Trends in Africa
Nick Welch, Advisor, Group and International Relations, Government Affairs,   

  
Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Companies


10:00-10:15am  Overlap of Oil and Gas Development with Areas of Biodiversity Conservation Priority


Richard Carroll, Director of Africa Program, World Wildlife Fund (WWF US)
10:15-10:30am
Direct and Indirect Biodiversity Impacts Associated with Oil and Gas Development


Francis Grant-Suttie, Director, Private Sector Initiatives, WWF US

10:30-10:45am
Opportunities for Engaging Oil and Gas Companies to Achieve Biodiversity Conservation
Marielle Canter, Project Coordinator, Energy & Mining Program

Center for Environmental Leadership in Business, CI 

10:45–11:00am
Case Study: Smithsonian Institution and Shell in Gabon
Alfonso Alonso, Director for Conservation, Monitoring and Assessment of Biodiversity Program, Smithsonian Institution

11:00-11:15am  Marine Conservation and Oil Development in the Gulf of Guinea


Howard Rosenbaum, Director of Marine Conservation, 
Wildlife Conservation Society (via conference call)
11:15-12:15pm 
Discussion
· What have you observed in your work in Africa regarding the overlap of oil and gas development and areas of biodiversity conservation priority?

· What direct and indirect impacts have you encountered, associated with oil and gas development, in your work in Africa?  Are there important lessons that we can learn from these experiences moving forward?
· Are there opportunities for oil and gas companies and conservation organizations to collaborate in the places that you work in Africa?  If so, what are they?
· How can “next wave” countries in Africa prepare so that they can conserve biodiversity while developing their oil and gas sectors?
12:15-12:30pm
Next Steps

