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About 11% of the  

country is under protection 

Forest cover about 54%  

of the country size  

61% of central Africaôs 

 dense forest 

2,345,000 km2 Facts about DRC 

The oldest protected 

Area in Africa (1925) 





Background  

ÁBy far most biologically rich country in Africa 

with the highest diversity of mammals. 

 

ÁSize and wide range of habitats make it one of 

the worldôs most important centers of 

biodiversity. 

 

ÁGlobally important mammals species include 

okapi, chimps, elephant, gorilla (mountain & 

lowland) and the bonobo (genetically manôs 

closest relative).  

 



Background (cont)  

ÁPrimate diversity is second only to that of 

Brazil with 37 species. 

Á1,094 species of birds (23 endemic). 

Á415 species of mammals (28 endemic) 

ÁReptiles (268 species, 33 endemic) and 

amphibians (80 species, 53 endemic) are 

poorly known.   

ÁMore than 11,000 of higher plants (3,200 

endemic). 

 


