HIV/AIDS and Conservation ~

What’s the link?

Conservation organizations in Africa are losing educated and skilled employees and communities are losing champions due to AIDS, for example: 
A national conservation NGO in Malawi with a staff of 50 has lost 7 highly educated employees (14%) due to HIV/AIDS since 1994.  
· HIV/AIDS threatens protected area and natural resource management:

1. Loss of human capacity, skills, knowledge 

2. Changes in community demand for and use of natural resources
3. Diversion of conservation funds for AIDS associated costs
· Illness and death of staff mean:

higher absenteeism, lower productivity, higher recruitment and training costs, loss of skills and experience

· Illness and death in families mean:

loss of labor, lower wage remittances and, in turn, greater reliance on natural resources (bushmeat, medicinal plants, charcoal-making) 
          Useful resources:
· www.abcg.org
·  www.afr-sd.org/environment/environmentproducts.htm
· www.fao.org/forestry/site/hiv-aids/en
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TRAVEL TIP

Travel insurance for free … 
use a condom when having sex

1. Get information 
You can contract HIV from:

- having unprotected sex with someone who is HIV+

- sharing needles with someone who is HIV+

- receiving blood containing the HIV virus during a blood
  transfusion

You cannot get HIV from:

- sharing food or cutlery with someone who is HIV+

- sharing toilet facilities with someone who is HIV+

- shaking hands, hugging or kissing someone who is HIV+

2. Protect yourself 
· Using a condom during sexual intercourse can protect you from contracting both HIV & other sexually transmitted infections.

· www.unaids.org.za
· www.nu.ac.za/heard
· www.smartwork.org

