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Experiences from 
Coastal Madagascar:

The Importance of Integrated 
Population, Health and Environment 
Programming in Building Resilience 

to Climate Change



Overview

Climate Change in SW Madagascar

Community Conservation Initiatives

Population & Health Activities



Where we Work



4th Largest Reef System in the World



The Vezo People



Climate Change: a Growing Concern

Abnormal Rainfall

Shorter Cool Season

Unpredictable Winds



Social Vulnerability

Poverty

Isolation

Few Livelihood 
Alternatives

Complete Dependence on 
Local Natural Resources



Building Resilience

Social Ecological



A Locally- Managed 
Marine Area 

(LMMA)



Fishing Method Restrictions



Social Marketing Campaign



6 Permanent Marine Reserves



A Permanent Mangrove Reserve



Nearly 60 Temporary Octopus Closures



Building Management Capacity



Ecological Monitoring



Alternative Livelihoods

Farming Seaweed

Raising Sea 
Cucumbers



Education 



Family Planning Program
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Benefits of Integration



Increased Community Buy-In



Improves Effectiveness of Conservation Efforts

Velondriake Statistics

Population doubling time of 10-15 years

High infant & maternal mortality rates
Average birthrate: 6.7 children/woman

More than half the population is under age 15



Clinics & Outreach

• Main Clinic: Andavadoaka
• Satellite Clinics: Befandefa, 

Belavenoke & Tampolove
• 16 Community Based Distributors
• 2 CBD Supervisors

Nosy Be



Contraceptive Offerings



Peer Education





Patient Visits to Date
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Contraceptive Prevalence Rate

*  Contraceptive prevalence rate is the percentage of women between 15-49 years who are 
practicing, or whose sexual partners are practicing, any form of contraception.
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Community Health Program
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Expansion of FP & CH Services



Overall Challenges



Building Resilience

Social

Ecological



Looking to the Future



Major Funders



Thank You!
Misaotra Bevata!
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