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. Vultures are the most highly adapted scavengers
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carcass visited by vultures





























































carcass not visited by vultures
































































Mean decompostion time
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NUMBER OF MAMMALS AT CARCASSES
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Mean number of contacts
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Human health costs of the loss of vultures

Iﬁsglting increases in dogs and rabies are about $1.5 billion annua
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4 Conservation Challenges



Range Size

Species Home Range

Lappet-faced 22,000

White-backed 68,000

Ruppell’s 166,000

Sudan

Ethiopia
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+  Counts of Dead Vultures




Projected change over
three generations

B E H WB R C L WH
_40% I I I I I I
250% === === == mm e
-60%
-70% ® -70%
80% +~—----t-—}-- - - - — — — — — _.'§O%____
® -83%
-90% ® -90%
° ® -92% ° L -92% logos
®-97%
-100%
Annual change: -2.2% -5.9% -3.3% -4.1% -5.8% -5.1% -3.5% -6.7%
Studies (n): 3 3 7 8 7 3 7 6
Regions: S,N E,W E,W S,E,W E,W S S,E,W S,E,W

EN

CR



Bearded Vulture










Lappet-faced Vulture

Projected to decline by 80%
over three generations



Threats to Africa’s vultures

Electrical
infrastructure
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Trade in
traditional
medicine
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Cumulative African vulture deaths caused by illegal poisoning
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dradein vultures and their part
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Roasting vulture heads Maswa Game
Reserve, Tanzania

Countries with
significant trade:
1) Nigeria

2) Benin

3) South Africa
4) Tanzania

5) Morocco




Electrical
infrastructure




Electrocutions
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Collision with Wind Turbines

Spain loses 1000 vultures a year from wind farms



Geographic location of wind projects in Africa
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Source: African Development Bank Group Working Paper No. 170, March 2013



Ongoing Con ervation
Actions in East Africa




Northern Kenya Vulture Project -
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Raptor surveys in
Kenya, Uganda and
Ethiopia







2012 Participants Masai Mara, Kenya

2016 Summit to be held at Pan-African Ornithological
Congress in Dakar, Senegal



Vulture Awareness Day Celebrations







Major challenges for African vulture
conservation

Convincing African governments to enforce tighter
regulation of highly toxic pesticides and other
poisons

Strengthening the legal framework to prosecute
offenders

Improving laboratory testing facilities

Education with regards to pesticide regulations, e.g.
law enforcement officers and lawyers/judges
Training field personnel to effectively manage
poisoning incidents



Conservation gaps and research needs

Research priorities based on individual species and
ecosystem services provided by vultures

Establishing and funding long-term monitoring
programs in each region

Raising public awareness about the decline of African
vulture populations

Educating the public about the importance of vultures

Creating educational opportunities and developing
international links to train African nationals in vulture
conservation, research and education
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